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OUR VISION 
Creating an educational community that is being 
transformed by the truth of God’s word, nurturing 
and equipping each person for life.
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WHY COMPLETE YEARS 11 AND 12?
While it can be tempting to rush into pre-apprenticeships or the workforce at Year 10 age, 
many, many more opportunities can be opened to students who complete Years 11 and 
12.  Even if you have no intention of going to university, completing your Senior Secondary 
education can make you much more attractive as a potential employee or apprentice to a 
wide range of fields, because you demonstrate to potential employers immediately that you 
have the perseverance, resilience, organisation and spirit required to see things through to 
the end.  

The qualification that you receive at the end of successfully completing and graduating from 
Year 12 is called a WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education).  This is a fantastic 
qualification to have in your resume when you are looking for employment or further 
training.  There are also a number of different benefits that you can take away from Years 11 
and 12, depending on which pathway you choose to pursue.

WHAT PATHWAYS CAN I TAKE?
PRELIMINARY PATHWAY
This pathway is meant for students who are not trying to achieve 
a WACE, but want to continue their education, to work towards 
functional levels of literacy and numeracy.  This pathway is 
mostly intended for students who are undertaking modified 
programmes (or IEPs) in middle-secondary, and who are unlikely 
to pass their OLNA* (Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment).

FOUNDATION PATHWAY
Depending on what combinations are selected, Foundation 
units do not lead to a student achieving a WACE.  This pathway 
is intended for students who would like to complete a work-
readiness programme and who would like extra support to 
achieve their OLNA by the end of Year 12.  This pathway is 
generally intended for students who are undertaking modified 
programmes (IEPs) in middle-secondary and who want to pass 
their OLNA.

WHAT IS 
OLNA?

*The OLNA is an online 
assessment of literacy and 
numeracy that is equal to a 
NAPLAN Band 8.   
If you can achieve Band 8 in 
any NAPLAN test, you will pre-
qualify for OLNA.   
All students must successfully 
complete their OLNA in order 
to graduate Year 12. Many 
workplaces also require 
apprenticeship applicants to 
have successfully achieved 
their OLNA in all strands.

“Upon reflection, my time at GBC laid a great foundation for my education and my  
transition into upper high school. It also influenced the person I have become and I am ever 
grateful for the experience of having been a part of the fledgling years of the school.

Since leaving GBC I have been on my own life adventure attending university in Perth to 
study Geology and going on to complete an honours thesis on a fossil finding in the Great 
Divide Basin in Wyoming, USA.”       Cheryl Workman-Davies
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CHOOSING THE VET 
PATHWAY WILL OPEN

THE DOOR TO TRADES 
& TRAINEESHIPS 

VET PATHWAY
This pathway is the best way to make yourself an attractive potential employee in the trades 
industry.  If you are looking for an apprenticeship or traineeship, this is a great way to go 
about it!  Through completing a VET (Vocational Education and Training) pathway, you can 
continue some traditional schooling (choosing subjects that interest you), combined with 
TAFE study to complete a Certificate course in the trade that you’re interested in, as well as 
industry-specific training (which is like work experience one day per week, in a workplace 
within the trade that you would like to work in one day).  

By successfully completing the VET pathway, you will be presenting a resume in future that 
has a number of qualifications in it, possibly including: your WACE, OLNA, Certificate II, III or 
IV in your chosen area, and work placement in your preferred industry.  You will be proving 
to your potential employer that you have persistence and resilience and that you know the 
value of hard work.  This makes you an attractive option to employers, because you are 
less of an employment risk.  You will also have built up some networks through your work 
placement and TAFE study!

Through this pathway, you might also be accepted into a school-based traineeship.  This will 
give you the best of both worlds, as a school-based traineeship allows you to complete your 
studies, while getting paid to attend your one day per week work placement!

PRELIMINARY

FOUNDATION

VOCATIONAL (VET)
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GENERAL PATHWAY
If you want to keep your options open, and know that you really want to graduate Year 12, 
this is the option for you!  Through completing a General pathway, you basically just continue 
schooling, as normal, but choosing the subjects that you would like to cover**.  As long as 
you are successful in your studies, you can achieve a WACE and choose which direction you’d 
like to take with potentially a WACE and OLNA in your resume!

GENERAL ATAR (UNIVERSITY)

WHAT
SUBJECTS
CAN I
CHOOSE?

**You get to have a lot of say in 
your subject selections in Senior 
Secondary school, but you have 
to make sure you choose at least 
one List A subject and at least 
one List B subject.  How simple 
or complicated those subjects 
are is up to you!

AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR) PATHWAY
If you know you would like to pursue university in the next 
chapter of your life, then the ATAR pathway is your most direct 
option.  The ATAR pathway generally has the more academic 
subjects, which are quite demanding and vigorous.  Through 
completing an ATAR pathway, you will be well-prepared for 
university study.  

To complete this pathway, you will undertake at least four 
ATAR subjects in each of Years 11 and 12, finishing off Year 12 
with an externally-set exam (which may have a written and a 
practical component, depending on the subject).  Once your 
exam results and school results have been received and tallied 
by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority, all students 
who completed ATAR subjects will have their performance 
ranked, from highest achievers down, giving them an Australian 
Tertiary Admissions Rank.  This rank is used to select students 
for university courses.  The higher your ATAR, the more likely 
it is that you will get selected for your preferred university and 
course.
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WHY GBC?
OUR COLLEGE VISION SAYS IT ALL! 
 
The greatest benefit of choosing GBC to complete your Senior Secondary studies is that you 
are choosing to invest into yourself in the most pressure-filled and (let’s be honest) stressful 
years of your studies in a nurturing environment that will walk your journey alongside you 
and focus on your personal growth.  Because GBC is a small school, it means that you get to 
work in very small groups with your teachers, who can put a lot of time and attention into 
your growth and development.  For students who want to receive a very tailored education; 
who struggle with anxiety; who thrive in an authentic Christian environment; who thrive 
under focussed teacher-student attention; who are having a difficult time because of 
circumstances beyond their control; or who really don’t want to disappear as another face in 
a crowd in their most pivotal years of study, GBC can serve you.

For many of our existing students, GBC serves as a wonderful option because you don’t 
need to go through the culture shock of leaving a very nurturing environment for a starkly 
contrasting experience, which means your academic performance will remain much steadier.  
The added benefit of remaining in a familiar environment, with familiar staff who already 
know you, care about you, and have invested in you are also huge factors!

GOLDFIELDS BAPTIST COLLEGE - SENIOR SECONDARY PROSPECTUS 2021

•  A NURTURING  
 ENVIRONMENT
•  CARING STAFF
•  FOCUS ON   
 PERSONAL   
 GROWTH
•  SMOOTH    
 TRANSITION
•  INDIVIDUAL 
 ATTENTION
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WHAT WILL IT BE LIKE TO COMPLETE SENIOR 
SECONDARY AT GBC? 
As students transition into their Senior Secondary education at GBC, they see quite a few 
points of difference from the rest of the College.  The GBC experience of Senior Secondary 
studies is built around an adult-education model, in which students experience increasing 
independence and autonomy in their studies.  

TIMETABLE
While it does depend on the chosen pathway, Senior Secondary students complete a 
compulsory four-day week, with a contact-optional study day on Wednesdays (this means 
you can choose to come in and work with your teachers if you like, or you can study from 
home).  The timetable is built around a five-period day, with opportunities for tutorial-style 
sessions with teachers, independent study and online programme engagement.  While there 
is a heavy focus on equipping students to graduate and achieve their WACE, the bigger-
picture goal is to equip all students for life, building into each person holistically so that each 
of you can walk out of GBC at the end of Year 12, ready to make a difference in the world and 
to thrive in whatever you commit yourself to.

GOLDFIELDS BAPTIST COLLEGE - SENIOR SECONDARY PROSPECTUS 2021

“I started in Year 6 the year GBC opened. I didn’t know what I wanted to do until I was in 
year 11 and had to choose a career path. I chose Multimedia Design because it was creative 
and on the computer. I am now a Senior Digital Producer in the website team at HBF in 
Perth.”

 Denise Trethewey



• FLEXIBILITY 
• INDEPENDENT  
 STUDY
• TUTORIAL   
 SESSIONS
• ONLINE 
 ENGAGEMENT
• WEDNESDAY 
 STUDY DAY
• UNIFORM 
 OPTIONS
• NEW SPACES   
 FOR LEARNING 
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UNIFORMS
Because GBC is a private school, there are uniform 
requirements for Senior Secondary students, however 
the uniform is a little bit different for Senior Secondaries 
to the rest of the College.  Year Elevens and Twelves will 
wear the Senior Secondary tie during the winter terms 
(Terms Two and Three); there is a Senior Secondary 
sports shirt that is different to the rest of the College, and 
Year Twelves will design their own Leavers’ Jumper at the 
end of Year Eleven.  If you choose to attend on a contact-
optional study day, you will be welcome to wear your 
Senior Secondary sports shirt, with appropriate civilian 
wear.  On colder days, you will be able to add your sports 
jacket or Leavers Jumper.

FACILITIES
Senior Secondary students also enjoy purpose-built, 
university-style learning spaces, with state-of-the-art 
facilities; exclusive outdoor and indoor common areas; 
autonomy in education; and nurturing staff who are 
committed to supporting each student’s holistic growth 
and development in their most pivotal years of study.
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WHAT SUBJECT OPTIONS ARE  
THERE AT GBC?
There are LOTS of subjects available to Senior Secondary 
students in Western Australia.  Because GBC is a small 
school, it means that our subject offerings can be flexible, based on staff and student 
preferences.  You are able to explore the full list of subjects on the SCSA website and in the 
Year 10 Information Handbook, with information about what is involved in the syllabuses.

At GBC, we offer set, suggested packages that are specific to each year group’s interests and 
varying teacher expertise.  The suggested packages can be found in our enrolment documents 
from year to year.

“My first day at Goldfields Baptist College was in Year 4, in 2012. At this point in time  
I wanted to be a lawyer when I left school and I was set on it. Now I am studying to go into 
a Bachelor of Commerce, majoring in Management and minoring in Finance. My favourite  
moment and achievement at the school would be the production of Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. I was lucky enough to choreograph the dance section in the production and it was 
incredibly rewarding seeing it all come together at the end.”    Brooklyn May       
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ONLINE OPTIONS
GBC also offers the opportunity for students to substitute one subject from the suggested 
packages for an online subject that is not offered at the College.  Students who choose to 
participate in an online subject will have this subject incorporated into their timetable, 
and will be scheduled with a teacher ‘tutor’ to support them throughout their studies.  We 
encourage students to think very carefully before engaging in this kind of study, because 
online study isn’t for everyone.  These subjects are expensive to study and demanding on 
those participating in them.  At GBC, we will cover the cost of one online subject for our 
Senior Secondary students who complete the entire subject.  If any students choose to drop 
out of their online subject, their families will be required to cover the cost of the incomplete 
study (the online institutions will still charge full fees). 

WHAT ARE ENDORSED PROGRAMMES?
There are heaps of combinations available to students who are working towards achieving 
their WACE.  One of the ways to add some extra points to ensure you qualify is to participate 
in an Endorsed Programme.  These are extra-curricular options that can fill out your Senior 
Secondary experience.  You can discuss a variety of options with the Secondary Team Leader 
to see what programme involvement can count as an Endorsed Programme, but some of the 
options available to students at GBC include:

• Christian Education as an additional subject of study

• Year 11 and Year 12 Mission Trips

• Participation in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Police Rangers First Class Cadet programme
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BUT WHAT IF I’M JUST NOT SURE WHAT TO DO?
If you really don’t know which direction you’d like to go in, or what you’d like to study, that’s 
perfectly okay!  Lots of people feel quite overwhelmed at all of the choices and possibilities 
that are available today.  We are very, very happy to sit down and have a one-on-one 
conversation about the options that are available and what might work best for you.  

Please email or come in and see the Administration Team (or the Secondary Team Leader 
if you’re an existing student) to make an appointment to visit GBC and discuss the Senior 
Secondary options open to you.

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR GBC
Visit: 4 Maguire Street, O’Connor

Phone: 08 9022 7535

Email: gbcadmin@gbc.wa.edu.au
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IF THE OPTIONS ARE 
OVERWHELMING,
COME AND HAVE A CHAT 
- WE’D LOVE TO HELP!
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
ABOUT SUBJECTS AND SENIOR SECONDARY PATHWAYS
The Year 10 Handbook from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority gives you all 
of the detailed information about what you need to know and do to complete your Senior 
Secondary education.  You can pick up a hardcopy of this handbook from the Administration 
Office at GBC, or you can access it at: https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/publications/year-10-
information.

If you have received this information in one of our welcome packs, you will find the Year 10 
Handbook on the GBC USB drive included in your pack.
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NOTES

“I remember when we first started my class was year 6,7 and 8, which was the highest year 
the school went to at the time.  There were about 12 students in our class and the school 
had a total of about 33 students.  We were in the Baptist Church building, before the new 
section was built.  A highlight would be when Jess Ward and I got to go on the inaugural 
journey of the new Prospector to Perth as Head Boy and Head Girl of GBC. When I finished 
school at GBC I wanted to be a Youth Pastor.

These days I am married with 4 kids, the two oldest are at school at GBC.  I spent 10 years 
after school running a local youth group at the Oasis ACC church.  I’ve worked in the mining 
industry for most of my working life after I spent a few years working at the Goldfields Oasis 
straight out of school.  I’m an Electrician by trade, but I’ve spend the last 3 year in Electri-
cal Maintenance Planning.  I’m currently working on a project at KCGM updating the Work 
Management system for site.  I love playing sport including football, tennis, netball and 
touch football.  I’m still heavily involved in church with youth ministry, kids ministry, worship 
ministry and church maintenance.  I am a board member of GBC and I love to see the school 
doing so well.  It is vital to have Christian education available in the Goldfields.”

Tim Kirkland
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GOLDFIELDS BAPTIST COLLEGE
4 Maguire Street, O’Connor

Phone: 08 9022 7535

Email: gbcadmin@gbc.wa.edu.au
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